After the Cold War, scholars and politicians in both the East and West all believed, according to Francis Fukuyama, that Capitalism had won a final victory and history would end with a Western-style, liberal democratic system in every country. However, world history did not proceed as they expected. Next year will be the first centenary anniversary of establishing a democratic republic
more significant in China's reform than many Western countries. Mao Zedong, who deeply understood the Chinese social and historic traditions, clearly stated: "Politics is the commander, the soul, and the bloodline of all economic tasks." 5 If there were no political reform, China's modernization would have never succeeded. This point is already proven by the historical and record-setting progress made during the Chinese reform and opening-up era.
China's reform and opening-up process was initiated from significant political reform 30 years ago. The Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the CCP (hereinafter "the Third Plenary Session") became the landmark for Chinese economic reform, which was actually also an historic venue of political reform by the CCP. The Third Plenary Session reorganized the CCP's power structure and redirected the Party's political principles and working emphases. Without this political reform, it would have been impossible to attain later achievement in economic structural change. Certain Western scholars use their democratic standards, such as a multi-party system, universal suffrage, and checks and balances, to evaluate Chinese political development in the reform era and conclude that Chinese reform is more economic than political. This is, of course, an unnecessary bias and misunderstanding, as I will further elaborate.
Concurrent with the fundamental change of economic structure, the Chinese political system also experiences a profound reform. The impact of political system to economic development is much more powerful in China than that in the Western countries. Without political structural reform, there would be no economic systematic change. This is a basic experience gained during the Chinese reform era. Most of these ideas are learned and borrowed from the Western developed countries, some of which had previously been criticized and even banned as the thoughts of the Capitalistic ideology prior to the reform era. 8 The revolutionary changes in China's ideology and economic system also lead to a A democratic system is a marriage of universality and particularity. We cannot make arbitrary conclusions that democracy has only one model merely based on the assumption that democracy is a universal value and has common features. That is to say, we cannot deny the specialty of democracy simply with its universal features. On the other hand, we cannot exaggerate the particularity of democracy and totally ignore the existence of a universality of democracy only based on the evidence of diversified political and economic conditions in different countries. Therefore, we cannot deny the universality of democracy simply with its special features and consider that Chinese democracy has no similarities compared to other countries.
The democracy that Chinese people are striving for also features public elections, power supervision, and citizens' participation. But the election, supervision, and participation systems will have to be branded with unique Chinese characteristics.
The nature of democracy is government by the people or "people become their own masters", which is reflected in a series of institutions and mechanisms that guarantee the citizens' democratic rights. No matter which party system, checks and balance of power system, and election system a certain country adopts, as long as it can preserve the value of government of, by and for the people, it should be treated as a democratic system. The key here is whether people are really their "own masters;" in what degree do they "master;" and whether government behaviors and activities reflect people's will and represent people's basic interests. These should be the fundamental criteria to evaluate democratic politics and its development progress. 
